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The last home he had known was the house in Finchley
Road, London, to which he came on occasional visits
from school. In spite of an inborn home-lust and a
genius for hospitality his life for twenty years had been
spent amid the artificial comforts of apartments and
hotels.

One spring day in the year 1894 he took Mrs. Mansfield
to the house at 104 West Eightieth Street. When he had
led her from room to room, exquisitely furnished with his
winnowings from shops all over the land, and feasted on
her exclamations of pleasure, he slipped into her hand a
folded paper which was her title to their first home.
Here they remained until 1898 when he succumbed to a
haunting desire to see the water from his windows.
Moreover his family and his position demanded a larger
residence. They bought and moved to 316 Riverside
Drive and this was his town house the remainder of his life.

His other indulgence this spring of 1894 was the
possession of a yacht. When the humid days of July
drove them from the city, he sailed from Groton under
his own pennant. Ferguson had built the boat for him
and after his beloved consort he named it "Her Royal
Highness," in playful allusion to " His Royal," the nick-
name by which his associates in his company called him.

This was his first nickname since the days of "Cork"
Mansfield at Derby. In later years he was often called
"The Chief," but first and last his most popular nick-
name was "Father." This, presumably, originated in
his habit of referring to his company as " My little family
of players."

He once delivered himself on his attitude toward his
company in a brief lecture to an intruder loitering on the
stage during a^ rehearsal. "Do you not know," heut a multitude of delicate minors, now
